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RECORD

INTRODUCTION.

1. In 1947 and again in 1948 I was by the -
kindness of the Administration of South West
Africa permitted to make brief visits to the.
Kaokoveld in the north-western part of the
territory. The object was to make some Ob-
servations with regard to the ethnic position
there. The results of these short visits to
only a fow portions of the vast area and of
only few and brief interviews with some of
the more important men follow héreunder,

2 My thanks are due to Dr. H, Vedder for
kindly giving me his own views on the relaw-
tion between the various Herero-speaking
groups as the result of a wvisit to the
Kaokoveld many years ago, but especially to
Mr, and Mrs. J.B. Wessels of Ohopoho for
information, assistance and the kindest~hos

1. Definiticn of area.

3. By the natives the term Kaoko ls applied

to the whole area now called the Kaokoveld and:
even to part of the country further south and
falling outside the proclaimed boundaries, .

The Ovambo, and the Herero in the south, all
know the country as Kacko in the gsame way.

4 Within the Kaoko certain areas are dis-
tinguished, viz. (a) the Omaheke or red sandy
area, as indicated on the map, (b) Hamuheke *
or Inani-/ous "Sesfontein" 1tself, and immed-
late environs, (c) Omatendeka the hilly coun- -
try south, south-east and south-west of Ses-
fontein, zd) the Namib or Omatjana ("flat
country") along the coast, and (e) Kaoko

-
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proper, the more typical semi-highland area
from Oéjitoko to the Kunene, as shewn on the
map, S _ S :

5 .The country immediately north of the
Kunene in Angola is called Ongambo, to the
east lies Ehi rovambo (Ovamboland), to the

- far south-east lies Ehi rovaherero or the land
of the Herecro, SR :

6. In German times the Kaokoveld was not

under control, though a military post was

- 'placed at Sesfontein in 1902. The intention
was to settle 1%, as 1sshown by the fact that
the whole country was surveyed and some conces-
sions were given out.

7. Proclamation No.,40,0f 1920 defined the
boundaries of the Outjo district so as to in-
clude-the whole of the Kaockoveld, but the
Native Commissioner, Ovamboland, appsars to
have administered the northern area, that is,
excliuding Sesfontein, by making occasional
-vislts to meet the headmen, whilst the police
at Kamanjab patrolled as far as. Sesfonteiln,
and the magistrate, Outjo, administered the
—southern Kaokoveld, probably up to the present
- Game Reserve boundary. -

&, . By Proclamation No.26 of 1928 approximate-
1y two thirds of ‘the present Kaokoveld dis-
trict (the northern portion) was included in
the Game Reserve, The Game Warden is the
Native Commissioner, Ovamboland. Government
‘Notice No,375 of 1947 amended- the proclamation
by exclsing a few farms in the Outjo district.

%« Proclamation No,lO of 1939 decreased the
Outijo district and created the new Kaokoveld
district, and established a court, to be held
at Ohopoho (at that time called Ohopuho).

{1

2
2 Authority and control.

10, In the early days the natives of the Kao-
koveld were, as we have seen, left almost com-
pletely to %hemselves. :

11.. A police post was establlished at Tshimhaka
(0t jimuhaka) on the Kunene in 1925 and normally
two men were statlonsd there until constable
van Eck diled -of malaris on lst April 1939 and
the post was closed down, = The first officers
were Hlllebrandt and Cogill, after them came
Adam, du Buisson, Erasmus, Faber, Swanepoel

and van Eck, more or less in this order.

12. During 1938-42 river guards at each drift
controlled stock movements in the cattle free
zonge along the Kuncne, to prevent lungsick-
ness from entering from Angola after inocula-
tion had been carried out in the Kaokoveld,

13 Following the proclamation of the new . -
Kaokoveld district, a Native Affains office
was opened at Ohopoho on the 1l2th April 1939,
as station of an Officer-in-charge of Native
Affairs, directly responsible to Windhoek, .
The first officer was A.M. Barnard, till 15th

June 1942, followed by J.B. Wessels.

14, The site of the office was chogen for
varlous reasons, but the main one was the prox-
imity of two landing grounds for aircraft, -
The pan in front of the present office has the
native name of Otjihinamatarero '"place where.
nothing can hide", and a more recent one
Otjihinamaparero 'hard, open space'", The
coined name Ohopoho is belileved to owe 1ts
origin to a chance incident unnecessary to
dwell on here, Nowadays the natives also call
the place Otjitoporo "place of the borehole

15 Prior to all this the Administrator had,
by Government Notice No,122 of 1923, "confirm-
ed the right granted by the late German Govern-
ment to the Native races or tribes in respect

-



L.

of certain areas of land" amongst which was
scheduled "Zessfontein farm, for Topnaar
Swartbooi Hottentots, 31,418 ha. 10 km radius
from Zessfontein" and further "set aside as
Native Reserves" amongst others, a'"Kaokoveld
Reserve for (a) Chief Oorlog and Tribe, (b)
Muhona Katiti and Tribe", with the remark that
the western part was to ﬁe considered Oorlog's
- portion and the eastern portion as Katiti's
Reserve, and finally a "Kaokoveld Reserve for
late chief Kasupi's Tribe".  The setting aside
of these tiny areas must have been done in cam-
plete darkness as to actual conditions and the
measure was never related to reality.

Prate 1.

16. By Government Notice No.374% of 1947, the
Kaokoveld was proclaimed a native reserve,

and the aforementioned reserves were disestab-
lished., The amending Government Notice No,
156 of 1948 included the small but important
area Otjetjekua in the south, which had been
inadvertently left out, This is spelt Otjetua
in the Government Notice and on maps,

17. 1In August 1939 South African Airways or-
ganised a weekly service to Angola, and Ohopoho
| became a landing and refuelling station on

- this route, The service was discontinued dur-
| ing the war, but the wireless station and
landing grounds were put to military use for
reconnaissance and protection of convoys. An
aerial photographic survey was also made,

18, Two-way daily radio communication with
Windhoek and Ondangua makes administration a
good deal easier than it would otherwise have
been, and rendered it more pragticable to
place the Ohopoho office under the control of
the Native Commissioner at Ondangua in Ovambo-
land, This is the present arrangement,

View on road to Sesfontein.

19 As 1t is, post for Ohopoho is only fet-
ched from Outjo and Kamanjab alternately once

a month during the dry season, and less fre-
quently in the wet season, so that only such
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Tjimba settlement near Ohopoho,

5

business as can be transacted over the radio-
telephone is immediately disposed of. Since
however the only Europeans in the whole of the
Kaokoveld are at Ohopoho (during the past few
years two persons) and the natives have few
contacts with the outside world (see para.l18)
this system of communications is not at presemt
a factor of note, Before the opening of the
office, communications were so infrequent as
to resemble those of a century ago., The na-
tives walk on foot from Ohopoho to Ukwaluthi
in Ovamboland in about two and a half days,

to Ondangua would mean another three-days.
They walk to Sesfontein in three days, to
Kamanjab would take six to seven days, to Out-
Jo another three days, whilst from Sesfontein
to Kamanjab is also about four days.

20 The control exercised by the Officer-in-
charge is of the same kind as that exercised
by the Native Commissiorer, Ovamboland, whose
local deputy he is, It ls+a+sort ot indirect
rule basedon a minimum of interference in in-
ternal matters.

218 No special powers have been vested in the
Officer-in-charge, He is not a marriage offi-
cer and has never yet been called upon to offi-
ciate as such. He may not grant divorce to
parties married by civii rites, a function
reserved to the Native Commissioner, and has
never been asked to do so, It is unlikely
that there are more than a few couples, mar-
ried by civil rites, in the Kaokoveld,

22 He 1s supposed to administer native es-
tates according to native law though of course
the law does not recognise native law, and
customary unions are unknown in the law of
South West Africa.

23 The same curious position thus exists as
in the rest of the territory that the law does
not recognise a customary union during the

lifetime of the parties, but after the death
of the husband 1s prepared to concede that a



31 RAINPALL AT OHOPOHO IN MILLIMETRES
6, : : 141-142 | 142-143 | '43-144 | '44-'45 | '45-126| 146-147] t47-148
o . ' Oct.g5’ lo.g : 10 1.0
parriage did in fact exist when it comes to de- 5 177
termining who 1s the next of kin and adminilster 2 0
ing the estate, . ' Nov. 4 0.3 14 5.0
| | | 20 6.9 ¢ e 1 183
24. Up to now, disputes €.8. over estates and Dec.| 3 5.0 7 1.3 7 13.00 4 4.0
cases of divorce, which would not be settled: ¢ 49 1 1.2 2 JbZi.3 g
by the individ: :Z ! g 3.8 11 . 6.2 10 10,010 2.3
Y vidual headmen concerned, have been 6 37.3 2 6.0 12 10.5|11 4.2
heard and decided by the council of headmen, 1 132 s WO 700
ard_the officer-in-charge, whilst usually 1ig- 170 3 o 122718 28 100
tening to the proceedings and taking cognizance 27 0.4 &7 9 2l 17.0}20 205
of ;‘:'319: Judgment, has never found it necessary © le9 us ER
0 Latervene and set it aside, S 0 0210 kol
25. For any offence concerning which the head- Jen. - é 263
men have no jurisdiction (murder rape, treason] 53 1 173 10 18.5
the accused must be arresteqd by %he Officer-in- 13 403 13 138 1 8.
“charge, conveyed by him to Outjo, and charged 1 38 16 3.5
ggggge theimagistrate of Outjo district, “lar 1.2 20 (1’22 23 6.0 20 7;;
: X 6. 22 9.
us crime hardly ever occurs at all. % 1?,% g:; §% §§ 239.§ % 33
2 . . "
26.° No tax or levy of = ; ig -
any kind is payable by Feb.| 5 0.3 8 46.0 2 16.0| 5 10.0
c i : 6.0 - & 20.
the natives resident in the Kaokoveld, s o 10 282 5 233
: o 9 2.9 11 6.0 12 17.5
- ' 14 10.7 13 12.5 14 28,0]14 16,0
b : ‘ _ 15 5.3 15 3.0018 5.0 15 32,01 ’5
. l . ]
) ; . . : 17 18.0
3 Desecription of country, 1 3.3 19 30,0 | 1 5|1 55
' ' | ¥ ¥ 2t 20,0 |36 13:51%° P la 16.0]22 2.8
. - 2 . . . . .
27  The Kaokoveld is 2 hilly, in parts even %5 0 2 19:% % 250
exceedingly broken, country shelving down 1 '0' 6 7.01 6 s7.0] 6 0.5 2 13.0
westwards from the Ovamboland plateau to the el 3 a5 7 310 . ' Z lg'%
sea, The altitude of Ohopoho is thought to be RS Y 5 22 8 0
0.35’91’. ft, A broad belt nearest the sea is 13 14'% 16 12.0 :J[% %g 13 716 g 113 7.0 -
desert and waterless Namib, Further inland ' B add i %ol 4.0 |15 “6.5 16 17.3
the country 1s also extremely dry, but the 16 7.7 |19e1000| 18 20 19
broken formation collects water and leads it 15 5|5 %38 g0|¥ 7P 27 16.6
underground in such a manner as to give rise 2 - ' - 11 10.5|14 8.0
to perennial springs and waterholes. Sk ErO Sl A 15 165
- 14 14.6 l§-469.8 g% Z.E
28, Such permanent springs are found through- ' % 138
out the country, e.g. at Ehomba, Otjijandjasemo Totals 327.9  280.9  457.5  324,5  154.5  404.2 2604
Epembe_ci_Ombazu, Okorosave Kaoko-()tavi, !
Oruvand jei, Otuzemba, Otj:itunduua,, Ombombo,
: Otjondeka, Okat jiuru and many others. These
I have never been known to dry up,
|
| |
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29  The vegetation is sparse and the grass
cover insufficient to retard the flow of water
mach,  When it does rain, the run-off is
therefore considerable and, unbelievable though
1t may seem to the visitor who arrives in the
dry season, the summer rains often transform
large trac%s into waterlogged stretches of im-
passable mud, N '

3 s BT

30, About the rainfall insufficilent is known,
The only record is that of Ohopoho, which is
given in the table., From this it appears that
the earliest rain recorded fell on 10th Octo-
ber, but that more usually the first rains
come much later,. The latest rain recorded on
the other hand fell on 28th April, but again
& number of years show no rain in this month
at all, The pause between the early and late
rains is clearly shown by the dry January oc-
curring in several years. S

31 Rainfall table see separate sheet,

32 These figures are deceptive insofar as
the rain often falls in patches, so that some
parts get five times, and it may well be,
Pifty times as much as other areas, in the
same season, Dilstribution and rate of pre-
cipitation are thus the main factors which
cause the tremendous varlations” and make each
. year seem different from all preceding ones.,

33 In 19%1-2 there was a droaght considered
by the natives to be the worst they ever had.
Yet 229,2 mm (9.2 in,) fell at Ohopoho, But
gome areas had no raln at all, 6000 cattle
and 3000 mmall stock were estimated ‘to have
dled, At Sesfontein 40% of the livestock
were lost,

3%, There are signs of denudatlon due to
overstocking, especially round existing water-
| holes, where the natives congregate with their
i stock because they are not in the habit of
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37
indicateqg

ey e R S
Torm of mining, and

assets witho hd uses u

real and 1asut improving anything, = The onl

on by means of co :
~Sooner or later thigtours& banks and
donei-but'if‘ : :
LN

graz 't
11kelygéo his method of betterment would very

2t a1y, ‘mérg damage.than to have done noth

35;’.Apprbiimatéi ‘ irds
. ¥y two thirds
district (the northern portion) is a-proclaime

ed Game Reserve, Rleph
zebra% lions, 1eopard§,aang?a?hino, LRIl
o :

Mbﬂwildebeest occur in the'Kﬁokbveld. "
i NUm§ers and_distribution of population,

36. In the absence : ,
- £ of rel
extremely difficult to o§t§§§1§n°§“f“3 flgures

this, I have
tion’based gnhad to resort to careful estima-

ggf%ggriin-charge, and of .others born and bred
o, ?gkoveld. The figures in the. annexed
pable re hSCt the position in October 1947

n 1948 1t was thought that they sti1l 4p-

plieda

The respective areas of -
OFf the headmen are
on the map, The boundarie
. S |
ghemtare in many places indefinite ag gﬁgween_
onstitute a sort of no-man's land 4
over. these boundaries do not arise.

38  Bee population table.

38 XAOKOVELD : HEADMEN AND POPULATION

of‘the Kédkoveld-

No. Headmen and Sub-headmen Resldence Pribe |Herevo]Tiimba]Himba| Total
1 Moses Ndjai and
Edward Tjipepa Okorosave Herero 175 175 3go
Faul Zakekua Omuhiva Herero 40 | . 4D 0
Uemusepa Orotjitombo ] Himba, 110 [ 110
540
2 George Hartleyt2/3/49 Oruvandjel Goloured| 200 g0 280
Twazapo Misaso gango T}imba 260 260
Kaimuvaza Mbunguha Otjlu Tlimba 230 230
790
3 Langman Tjihahura Ot jondeka Herero 140 210 330
Jonas Tiivikue 0tiitoko Herero |- B0 0
Hisukambe Turitlo Omuhama Herero 140 210 350
: ' 780
4 Wlllem Tjerije Oukongo Heraro 100 80 ] 110 | 290
Ngalro Muhenje Qzombazu Herero 90 70 70| 230
Cabritu @ Hiyangombot | Otjihama Harero 40 90 130
650
5 Johannes MuzumatMay 48 | Okshua Herero 80 30 110
I1sak Ngazepue Oruvandjei Herero: 220 70 290
Gideon Muteze otjapitjapi | Herere 00| 70 170
- 570
6 Martin Tjiheurat Ctjirunda Herero 1 50 'g‘o ‘10| 150
Adrian Karipose Chakarungu Herero 35 1 120
270
7 Kapute and@ Joururuks Ehotba Himba 20 1801 200
Kainamuni Orue Himba 10 901 100
Vatjii Orue Himba 10 901 109
Hipukire Okarers Himba g 35 40
’ : 440
8 Munimuhoro Ombuku Himba 15| 159 170
Katjlnat}i Etengwa Himba 10 90| 100
Kot jiuta En}andl Himba 10 901 100
370
9 VYeripaka Etangs Himba 10 60 70
Vetamuna Orujombo Himba 5 55 60
Tjaurete Katjimbombo | Himba 5 55 60
Kavepanga Otjiha Hizba 5. 55 60
Tjaripo Etanga Himba g 4y 50
300
10 Mariha Okauua Rinba 10 60 70
11 Karuo otjtzu Himba 10 60 70
12 Vependura Otjthends Himba 10 60 70
13 Tuarimbare Ekoto Himba 20| 180} 200
Kazongama Otjiverc Himba 10 90} 100
. vy
300
In the sbove area (whole Kaoko except 1490 | 1960 | 1750 | 5200
Sesfontein) thers are also approximately
Basters and Coloureds 15, Ovambe 10,
various hybrids 5
Total 30 5230
14 Sesfontein Reservei ’ 87 23| 152} 262
Hottentots: 124, Basters and Coloureds 6, :
Bergdama 374, Ovambo 1, Bushmen 18
Total 523 785
1577 | 1983{ 1902 5462
Miscellaneous (Xaoke 30, Sesfontein 523) 553
Grand Total 6015
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5. Ihe culture-groups represented in the Kaoko-

39. These are four: in number: the Bantu-
speaking cattle people (TJjimba, Himba and
Herero), the Hottentots, the Bergdama and the
Bushmen, The last three are encountered only
in the south and are considered when referring
to Sesfontein, see paragraphs 150-170, There
are also some Coloureds and Basters.

40, Apart from Sesfontein, the Kaokoveld may
be regarded as entirely beionging to .the cattle
folk, These again present considerable differ-
ences most easily understood by reference to
their history, which I now propose to touch on.

-

6. History of the Herero-speaking cattle pegple.

(1) Earix origins.

41. There are (or were) traditions of a more
or less legendary character current among the
Hersro-speaking groups relating to their ori-
gin,  These indicate that they came from the
north-ecast and split into two sections before
reaching South West Africa.,  One section én-
tered South West Africa from the ecast. Thesg
were the Mbanderu, The other section toock a
course much further to the north and eventually
reached the Kaokoveld, '

h2. It seems to me, from the available evi-
dence, that the filrst of those to arrive, who
wore the ploneers, lost their cattle through
hardship, misfortune or other circumstances
and had %o take to a life of hunting and coi-
lecting. The Ovambo called them Ovashimba or
Aashimba (Herero: Ovatjimba) because they lived
the precarious digging 1ife of the anthear
(ondjimba), Those of their kin that followed
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later tere more fortunate and did not lose their

cattle, These were *the Ovahimba, the rich
people, who in course of time roamed over most
of the country, Eventually part of them moved
south into vhat 1s now Damaraland or the Herero
country proper and became the Herero nation,

43. The tradition of this early sojourn in -
the Kaokoveld is still alive amongst the
Herero to this day. On a visit to the Kaoko-
veld some years ago, Hosea Kufako remarked
that his ancestors had at one time lived at
Okangundumba, south of Kaoko-Otavi, In 1901
Georg Hartman found, at Otjabikua far north in
Angola, old Tjimba men who still knew the
Herero chief Kambazembi, who was born in the
northern Kackoveld,

44 But whilst a large number of the people
thus moved out of the Kaokoveld, a portion of

them remained and theme were the ancestors of
the Himba of today.

45  The Ovambo, who first called the poor wan-
dering hunters and collectors Aashimba
(Ovatjimba)? extended the use of this name to
all successive immigrants who had the same
language anc customs, despite the fact that

the later arrivals were not poor but had plen-
ty of cattle., This is the reason why the
Ovambo call all Herero-speaking people Aashimba
no matter wkere they live, and use the term
Oushimba for Herero-land, because the great .
majority of +them live there, '

46  The Ovahimba who had the cattle and the
Ovatjimba who were poor and lived on veldkos, |
honey and meat, together continued to occupy f
the Kaokoveld, The Tjimba probably found it |
to their advantage to attach thenszlves to
Himba groups and render service in return for
certain benefits and thus Himba and Tjimba
lived intermixed all over the country, The
Himba do not appear to have exploited and

S —— e —

Himba leader, Kapute, brother of Omuhona Katiti.

Himba woman, sister of Omuhona Katiti.



Himba woman.

Himba woman.

1k

maltreated the Tjimba as was done with the
Bergdama in the south., They were after all
very closely related and had not been sep-
arated long. To this day the difference
between Himba and Tjimba is largely that be-
tween a well-dressed, well-fed, well-to-do
farmer and his poorer, dirtier, neglected and
underfed bywoner-type cousin,

47. The Tjimba do not like this name, which
has a disparaging connotation, and as soon as
they manage to achleve greater opulence they
can no longer be readily distinguished from
@lther Himba or Herero.

W8  The relatively peaceful existence of the
Himba and Tjimba in the Kaokoveld was rudely
shattered by the arrival of the Hottentots
from the south who came armed with guns and
began raiding their cattle. Sesfontein be-
came a Hottentot stronghold. A number of the
Himba therefore retired further north across
the Kunene to be out of their reach.

49, Then came the Herero war. Those of the
fleeing Herero who went north found refuge in
Ovamboland and later in Angola., They had

lost their cattle and served the Portuguese to
make a fresh start. But when South West Africa
was no longer German they immediately left
Angola and entered the Keokoveld with the inw%
tention of returning to Damaraland, = But there
was no room for them there, so they stayed in
the Kaokoveld.

50, Thus it is that there are today in the ~
Kaokoveld three distinct branches of the
Herero-speaking nexus, (a) the Tgimba, the
ploneers who lost their cattle, (b) the Himba
who came next, kept their cattle, and remained
in the Kaokoveld when part of them moved

gouth and became the Herero proper, and (c)
the refugee Herero who mostly became Chris-
tians in the south, fled the country during
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the Herero war, liveq in Ar |
Sy ngola until i¢

safe fop thm L A t was |
tho Kgokovo.d, 0 return.and then gettled in A 13

51, Correspondin .
ing to the diffepent a8;
gggh of these groups there areAwell—gef§ngg
d tf?renqes between thenm today, A few more
etails regarding the history of some groups
must therefora now he piven, o p

(1i) History of the Tiimba

52.. In view of the fact that after ﬁhé loés

55, I found the genealogical information to
be gleaned about leading families also very
meagre, HEven old men were unable to name per-
sons in thelr own famililes further back than

a few generations, Compared with the feats of
memory performed by members of patrilineally-
organised tribes In the Union, these people
know very little about their ancestors, and
one must conclude that to them this doeg not

matter.

.56 A man of great consequence amongst the
Himba of the olden days was Mureti according.
to the tales, His eanda was Omukuend jata
or Omukondjata. He and his younger brother
Kauua were born at Otjozongombe south of
Ombombo, and he grew up there, Once the Hot-
tentots came from the south and took gome of
his cattle. He was invited by the Herero
chief Zeraua of Omaruru to come and live with
him so he went down with all his people and
cattle and was never seen again., ,JHe lived

et
very well be any history to :r'ecoaf-cil.m:r‘e cannot

(iii)‘Historz of the Himba,

were crea i

kambeti F:fislntﬁgg Eﬁgiﬁning at the Okarundu on the Omuranta uondjou (Kalkfeld) and died

in thisg countfy and tgatjtgganere also made at OtJombaue.  From his splendour in those

came from the Kaokoveld in the Tews o Probably days many Himba in the Kaokoveld today derive
€ -beglnning, see- a reflected greatness by claiming relation-.

~ing that their oldest Places are here, Thus ship with him.

57. When European control was first extended
over the Kaokoveld there was only one leader
amongst the Himba influential enough to be re-
garded as a chief, This was Katiti, He was
generally known as Omuhona Katiti, that 1is,
the great man or chief Katiti, The Govern-
ment accordingly granted him a scheduled loca-
tion, vide G.N. No.1l22 of 1923, already re-
ferred to in section 2, -

58 Katiti died in ¢.1930 and in 19%7 I in-
terviewed hils youngest brother Kapute, an old
man of between 75-80, and got some information
from him which now follows, -

5%, Amongst the Himba the
’ he chieftainship.
Egseuggiitggnse can %ikﬁwise hardly be ga%g to
: OWilng to their organis ti
kinship grouﬁs and the ab of any romy I
for a strong central authgence cpart proal need
' rity apart from
2§attin the family, Questions about notable
vents are met by the reply that nobody ever



~Nandai's mother's other issue, However we

. 4 Mukuiju m

‘Mahoze (eanda not'necorded), about whom there

14,

59 Kapute had never heard of any tradition
about the origin of the Himba, Hhe thought
~that they had always lived in the Kaokoveld .
and had probably been created there in the be

60  Kapute could not remember anybody befor
his grandfather Maoko who was, he maintained
a chief, - His eanda was Omukuijuva or, as
others pronounce it Omukujuva, the same as
that of the Herero lecader Manasse,

61 Maoko was born at Ondundu ja Tjingwindi
or Otjingwindi c¢,35 miies south-east of -
Ohopoho, and lived there for a time, Subsew
quently he settled north of . Ehomba mountain,

62  See annexed genealogy of Omuhona Katiti

63 - Maoko was the father of Nandai, It is
not certain whether he was 3also the father o

may note what lssue she had:

Tjingombé, eanda Omukuijuva, same as her hus-
band's, had this issue: . ,

a Honi f -
b Nahdai m father of Katiti and others
¢ Tjlkumbemba m father of Joururuka

64 After Maoko it appears the chief wag _
Tjivindikiza, whose mother wass :

ls no otherwinformation, had the following
ilssues S ‘ . C
a Tjivindikiza m

b Kazorundu f born in Kaoko and the mother of
Katiti : . ’ e

i Katuhanga m - o - - _
d other issue¢ which is not remembered except
that there was a daughter who had ~twin

kS
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daughters, Mbungo and ‘Ndjatjiko, As their
mother died soon after, these twins were
reared by thelr aunt Kazorondu, who dild
"not suckle them but fed them on milk, using
mpnanl leaves as a teat. Both lived,
Ndjatjiko lived a long time. Mbungo was'®
the "sister" (ortho-cousin) of the late
chiefs Katitl and Karuvapa and as such had
to perform those rites of the ancestor = .
cult which are performed by females. She
was a venerable dame when I saw her, as
- may be seen from her portralt, see lllus—
tration.

65. After Tjivindikiza his younger brother
Katuhanga became chief, After him the pogi-
{lon was taken by Nandal. He had been born in
the XKaokoveld, but when the Hottentots began
to raid the Himba and take theilr cattle they
moved to Angola, Nandai died there,

Kagorondu bore her husband this issue:

n Kondambo f dd _ :

b Katiti m born in Angola, dd ¢.1930

¢ Katambi m born and died in Angola

d Karuvaﬁa m born at Ejao near Epupa falls,
- dd. 1945, .

@ Kapute m born c¢,1870-2,

66, Katiti in course of time also acquired a
pertain standing as a leader and was known as
Omuhona Katiti in consequence. He crossed
pver into the Kaokoveld but latér returned to
Mgola, then came into the Kaokoveld again,
before Oorlog (see below) did. He was given

nreserve as stated, .

In a statement made to Major Manning on

6

19th August, 1917, chief Qorlog said that
Katiti and his people left the Kaokoveld be-
sause of Hottentot raids? that he had no '
Battle and sought Oorlog

Pocame rich and settled at Obtjabikua, where

he murdered a Portuguese trader and so had to
flee back across the Kunene and finally settled

s protection, that he
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on the Muhonga® This account may be inaccur
ate because Oorlog was trying to prove a. poi
~in his favour. o '

68 After Kaetiti's death in ¢.1930 his young
er brother Karuvapa was recognised as hils su
cessor by Ak, government. He was named aft
Axel Eprilswon, known amongst the Herero as
Karuvapa "the young tall white man", one of
ploneer traders of South West Africa.

69 Karuvapa died in August 1945 and his nex ;
younger brother Kapute was recognised as hisi

As he is very old, see 1llustra- f_
%s - fitatus, his mother being a member of the noble

 famlly of Kandjiripi, which was closely related
to the Tjipepa family of Manasse,
 fuese therefore made him chief over a portion

successor, .
tion, his cousin Jeururuka acts for him to
somne extent,

70 There is 1ittle or nothing to say about
the other Himba headmep, Munimuhoro, who |
lives at Otjijandjaseno in summer if plannin
to grow a little maize, and at Ombuku in win
ter, is regarded as the head of those Himba
who live along the Kunene in Angola, between

Otjimihaka and the Epupa falls.

(iv) History of the Kaokoveld Hereros.,

(a) Oorlog and people,

71 In the olden days a Tswana man came from
Bechuanaland and settled in Omaruru. They
called him Ou Tom, but as he lacked two fin-
gers on his right hand the Herero dalled hinm
Minue "Fingers'., He married Kahitondereko,
nember of the c¢hief Manasse's eanda Omukuiju
but only a distant relation of his, She ha
only one child, a son called Vita ("War'or
"Oorlog') because he was born at Otjimbingue
on the very day of the fight there between
- the Hottentots and the Herero on the 15th Ju
1863, Oorlog was later often called Omuzand
ua Minue "the (brave) young man of Minue,"

72 Oorlog grew up in Otjimbingue. His fathe

fhe local Ambo tribes which
dent and troublesome

; - 17.

hod been with the hunter Greeh when he accom-
panied the first Rhenish mlssionaries to Ondon-
%m and they were nearly massacred by chief
angolo., When old enough to shoot, Oorlog

ent with his father and Green to Karakuvisa
nokth-east of Grootfonteln and on to the
kavango, Thence they travelled to Ondonga

. where Kambonde was now chief and met the trader
| Iriksson (Karuvapa), and together trekked to
:HQmpata in Angola,

3. Oorlog began running transport for the
ortuguese in Angola, In course of time he
0Ollected quite a following because of his

The Portu-

of the country near Lubango, with headquarters
nt Neve, He collected more Himba and other

 followers (amongst them Katiti% see 66) and
h

helped the Portuguese against the Humbi tribe,
which killed fifty of his men and many Portu-
%uese.before belng beaten, and also against

l were still indepen-

?W. When Heréro refugees reached Angola after

the Hereto war, some attached themselves to

Qorlog, others remained more independent but

In some measure. became subject to his control
figvertheless.

He employed them, together
With hls other followers, to assist the Portu-

_%uese in the campaigns against the Mband ja,
Jivale, Kwanyama and other tribes,

75 But in 1916, after the occupation of South

Wost Africa, he decided to return, He 1s re-

_gﬁrted to have said that the Hereros had

nothing but pleasant memories of the English
Who had given them guns and never done them any
igrms; moreover his mother's people were there,
8o he would go back, He persuaded most of his
lorero and Himba followers to accompany him,

1l in 1916 crossed the Kunene at Hamuhenge
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drift and settled at Otjijandjasemo., The loc!
Himba warned them that it was an unhealthy spt
and indeed many people died there, Others
moved away. But Oorlog himself stayed on unt
€c.1937 when he fell 111 and was taken to Wind
hoek, On the way back he was taken ill agail
and died in Ukwaluthi where he lies buried in
the cemetery. : ;

76. Although Oorlog left numerous progeny
there was no one fit to succeed, His childre
had no status as they were the issue of Himba
and Bush wives, except for some minors whose
mothers were Herero wives married shortly :
before his death, A council of seven there-
fore took Oorlog's place but this body was
soon dissolved., The leadership of the Herero}
in the Kaokoveld then fell to a number of meng
see 1list in paragraph k4, Much later there
was some talk of making one Fritz Ndjahera, a
sister's son of Oorlog, his successor, bu%
he died in 1946 and nothing came of it. :

|}

(b) Other Heremo leaders,

77. About these I have little information.
One of the most important was Martin Tjiheura
who died in July 1945 aged over 70 years. He
had been an evangelist of the Rheinische {
mission and fled with many others from Water-.
berg to Angola in 1904 during the Herero war. .
He 'had a Bible and acted as minister amongst
the Hereto in Angola, marrying couples and
burying the dead. The Herero remained faiths«
ful to their creed, and did not turn Catholic
whilst in Angola, Martin came into the
Kaokoveld together with the rest in 1917 and ¢
was one of the leading headmen till his death,

78 Moses Ndjai, who is now also very old,
belongs to the same eanda as did the chief
Kambazembl, His father was Kaihana, his
mother K»=Zembire. His father and grandfather
had been important men under Kambazembi., He
also fled to Angola and shared the experience

PLATE 5.

Himba women at Otjimuhaka.

Himba men at Ehomba.
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of the rest. In 1931 Major Hahn appointed him
68 headman, Owing to his age he is now assis-
ted by Edward Tjipepa, who 1is not related to
him in any way.

79 Edward Tjipepa (eanda: Omukuijuva) was

born at Ozoserekaze near Okahandja in ¢.1882
sloce he was about 15 at the time cf the rinder-
pest (opesa)., He was related to Manasse as
follows:

Himba woman.

Tjipepaﬂx?

Uambund ira}]x Kainambu

' Tjipana%»( Tjiseseta
L !5£$otjiurﬁmda ——_"“-m?
i

Manasse |
@ Kenanjengo OKotjiho

Tjaherani Edward
@ Kandipi

8C In the rinderpest Edward's people lost all
their cattle at Otjiwarongo, In the Herero war
they fled to Angola under the leadership of
Kombazembi's son Salatiel, who afterwards re-
turned to the police zone and died in Waterberg
on 9th March, 1941, On their flight they
tirekked through Ondonga and went to Lubango

and Humpata, The Portuguese received them
well, They demanded no taxes. ° They only
asked the leaders to give tkem young men to

net as police, These they armed with guns and
paid a monthly salary. As there were no
gchools, the parents taught their children them-
nelves,

Himba man, on the road.

B1. After crossing the Kunene into the Kaoko-
veld with Oorlog they lived for a while with
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him at Otjijandjasemo, but wﬁen people began
to die owing to the insalubrious climate the

with his brother, mother, wife and family,
who had lived there for some Seasons, He
left and sold them his gardens and the crops
on them, :

82. They had learnt to make gardens even be
fore going to Angola as after the rinderpest
they had turned to agriculture in Waterberg
in order to exist, In Humpata (Otjivia)
they had therefore also grown wheat, maize,
potatoes, pumpkins and beans, Sugarcane was
forbidden to the natives by law., With this
knowledge they now began cultivation at Okoro
save,

83 Some of the other headmen also came into

the Kaokowveld from Angola with Oorlog, Among
them were Paul Zakekua, Willem Tjerije, Ngair
Cabritu and Adrian Karipose. Others %rekked

in from Outjo in 1925, e.g. Langman Tjihahura
Jonas, Fidjukambe, Johannes Muzuma and his sub
headmen with him, About these men and their
history I have no information except that
Willem Tjerije is a son of Tjerije, the brot
of Kambazembi, and that his brother Reinhard
was headman in Otjituo Reserve for a few year
until his death in 1947, whilst his other
brother Fritz is one of the leaders in the
Waterberg East Reserve.

(v) Other groups,

8% A small number of people of miscellancou
origin from outside the Kaokoveld have found
a haven there, Being folk of no consequence
I have no information about them,

85, One person of considerable local stand-
ind deserving of mention is the headman Georg
Hartley, now deceased, His kin was as follows

M 21

Konduu @ Hendrete, a Mbanderu woman of

eanda Ok uenambura

Gina van Nel A[JWillen Cloete

by éeorge by Nd%ahera
HaTtley a Herero

B8 b [5an frEqaREE S]

George Hartlg;hx Katrina

D |adao b ddd

EEWillem Hartley
(interpreter

at Ohopoho)

bn.Juls 1890,

86 Headman George Hartley was born at
Otjimbingue in ¢.1860 from parents as shown.
Hls wife, born c,1862, was from the Mier
fettlement, Rietfontein, now Upington district.
At an early age he went to Angola with his
Wife and first child, and the next four were
born at Otjivia in Angola, Then he returned
to Omaruru, In the Herero war he and his son
Willen took part in the fight at Omaruru, then
fled to Grootfontein., Four of Willem's uncles
sscaped to Walvis Bay with thelr families and
thence by ship to the Cape whence they nade
their way to Johannesburg, One of thenm return-
0d in 1915 with the Union forcés, One uncle
was to be hanged but shot himself. George and
hls son Willem were taken prisoner and spent
two years in camps and gaol. After their re-
loase they worked in Grootfontein for sone
oars, then in Usakes, When the lst Great War
“roke out they were arrested, probably as sus-
pocted of disaffection, but were released after
the occupation and wen% to Grootfontein, In 1917
oorge Hartley came to the Kackoveld in order to take
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over some’ property inherited by him from tw
of his brothers who had been in Angola, had
returned with Oorlog, and had died there, |
subsequent years he paid regular visits to gd¢
his cattle and in 1925 settled in the Kaoko-
veld for good, '

4911

7 Circumeision,

87 ~ This is practised by all the groups, Tji
Himba and Herero, by k~athen and Christians
alike, Boys are circumcised at the age of
6-10,  Several men act as operators.

8 Chronology,

88 The Hereros have been through more vici
- ssitudes than the other groups in the Kaoko-
veld and being more educated were able to ke
a better record of events. The eventful yea
at any rate are remembered by them as follow

1888 ombura jondimbu ja Maharero year of th
blg stump-tailed ox which Maharero. had
8laughtered for the boys of that year

Jopesa rinderpest :

JoRuarua Iruarua and Manasse died .
Jokakuva "axes", the Germans inoculated
cattle against iungsickness, 80 the
Hereros burnt the marks with axes to
make them disappear .
jondJila jorutenda ozomahina rallway
Swakopmund to Windhoek built

1897

Jovita novandoitji year of the war
against the Germans . ‘
Jotjilhurire "of the capture" when they .
were taken prisoners and put in camps
jotumbo "of the camps"., When these were
opened, the fugitive Hereros were livin,
in Ongandjera '
~Jomea omengi much rain

190k

8-9 jozomburu za Angora

27,

Jonyosl yomutjira Halley's comet

Jovita ja Morondo campaigh against chief
Hengaro of Mulondo '

jovita ja Makwaipumbu campaign against
Ondapu of the Ovangambue who took refuge
on a hill ‘

Jovita Ja Kamusiru campaign against
Kamusiru of Otjimuremure

jovite ja Vale campaign in Evale near
Otjirenge ‘

?ondjembo ja Suse "gun" or fight of Suse
de Sousa) against Oorlog; they shot at
one ancother in the dark and. parted

Jakatjotuvjo

Jotjikesa tja Samuera coffin with remains
of Samuel Maharero brought from Bechuana-
land for burial at Okahand ja

Jeue ra Samuera stone erected on grave
of Samuel

Joutji ondénga first year of much Loney

joutjl joitjavari second year of much
honey :

Jondjuo jaTjimuhaka house built for

police post at Tshimhaka

Ja Kamapja year of Kamapja (Const,Cogill)
who arrested the Himba Hizupo for making
trouble with Oorlog -
QOZombahu locust invasion

Ja ngovonea visit of Administrator

Angola Boers move
to South West Africa
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1932 ombura ja Impumbu trouble with Ipumbu
Ja Ipumbu tjakamburwa arrest of Ipumbu
otutjindo "treks", when the Herero tre
ked from Outjo in%o Kaokoveld
Jakotumue many mosquitos
Jakaurumbu onjungu mezuko drought when
famine compelled man and wife to eat b
themselves -

1947 Jjotjipurero "questioning!, Messrs. Hahn
\ and Allen ask natives about incorpora-
tion with the Union,

:9. Language,

89 A1l three groups, Tjimba, Himba and Herero

use the same Herero language, There seem to
be only the smallest dlalectical differences
Yoetween their speech,

10, Political organlsation,

904 In the section on history i1t was shown i
that neither the Tjimba nor the Himba ever
formed well-knit political groups being orw
Eanised more on a family basis ané dispersed
in such small units that a central authority
gould not arise, The Hersro under the leader-
phip of Oorlog had nd real organisation, they
- were a band held together by the force of
character of one man. For a time he and his
Herero followers certainly lorded it over the
Himba and Tjimba in the Kaokoveld, arrogating
to themselves an authority never conceded them
by these people, and sometimes overstepping
the bounds altogether, At times the relations

1933 jamekunu scarcity_of seed
1933-4 jatjizize great rains

1935 Jovahona "year of the great men", tria
of Thomas Mutati and chief Oorlog at
Otjiwarongo about the shooting of an e
pgaﬁt by Thkmas who was arrested Decem
193

1936 jakaperauka gallamsiekte

1937 jozondjombo digging of wells

1938 Joenda jomuhona Tshongora first inocul
tion of cattle by Major Hahn.

1939 Jjoenda jakomesara (Kavara~ozongombo @
- Omuetje~Katjovinjuru) inoculation by
Barnard : : .

91 After the death of Onrlog all this changed
- Bomewhat. The 1lltreatment of the Himba and
- 1)imba came to an end with more immediate con-
 trol, but of coursc momory rankles and the
~ llerero still, despite protestations that the
Himba ary Tjimba are thelr "brothers", tanul

to despisap or look down upon the latter (as
they do 1n fact, like true cattle people, on

1l men) and there is very little co~opera-
“flon between them, '

1940 tjituaja kEpupa when we went (with Bar
. nard) to the Epupa Falls. '

19%1 jotjiposa tjetu nomuhona Barnard en-
quiry about Barnard -

1941-2 jomakutu oruhere bags of meal sent in
famine

1944 jozondera ééfdplanes stationed at Ohopo

19% ohange ovita end of the war " '
7 & ‘ 92  The present council of headmen is there-

fore very much a European-made device and one
spects that if left to i1tself it would not

1946 ndjakotoka ovandjoine return home of
_ soldiers of Native Military Corps
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function for very long.. But under the eye
the Officer-in-charge it works quite well,

""1s not only administrative but also a court

with jurisdiction over all disputes and cri
save murder, treason and rape.

93 Disputes are first laid before the local
subhecadman or headman, and nay then come be-

. fore the council of headmen which sits at

Ohopoho or elsewhere. From here appeal may
made to the Officer-in-charge assisted by - tw
or more headmen or subheadmen, who have not
previously taken part in the trial, as asses
ors.,

9% The council may order corporal punishmen
which is administered on the naked buttocks
with a mopani switch or a s jambok, by any yo
nman designated by the council, He does not
refuse this office, Blood may not flow. It
1s rare for strokes to be ordered.

95 The headmen nmay also order strokes to be
adninistered but always call in some of thei
colleagues to give more weight to their judg
nent, Worien are not given strokes.

96 The Council is particularly stern in met
out punishment to those causing fires, wheth

wilfully or by accident. When one hag seen

Kaokoveld and realised how vital it is to co
serve the grazing this is easily understood.

' Despite the fact that traditionally all the

Herero-speaking people regarded illicit sexu
relations with a lenient if not exactly sym-
pathetic eye (as is only too well known fron
the older literature), it appears that the
council has decided to be severe with offend-
ers and thus, in two adultery cases of some
Years ago, the nen received eight lashes each
and were each ordered to pay six beasts as
conmpensation, The relatives of the wonmen
had to pay the husbands two beasts each., A
thief who stole one goat was ordered to pay

six goats as amends and got eight lashes aswﬂ

PLATE 7.

Himba headman of Otjimuhaka.

Himba man.
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Himba man.
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Jl. Social,

97 The Tjimba and Himba have never been sub~
pct to missionary or educative influence.
They have never had to go out to work, Their
menfolk never left the country except, before
the embargo on export, to do a little trading.
They have therefore had very little reason to
modify their traditional institutions, ahd i
Lhese are very much the same as those describ-
od for the Herero of pre-European days. . To
gay in how far their customs and institutions
differ would require an investigation,

98 = Owing to the scarcity of water and grazing
the family units which live together are al-
most invariably very small and seasonally nom-
ﬂdic . . :

99 The Herero on the other hand, who were
Christians before the Herero war and monogam-
lsts, did it is true not forsake their faith
during their long years of exile in Angola

and still regard themselves as Christians% but

. their practice of Christianity is somewha

peculiar., Only poor and young men now have
only -one wife, The wealthier men of standing
#ll have more, This fact is given as one of
the reasons why they have in the past been un-
nnimous about wanting government (that is,
gocular) schools for their children but equally
gmphatic in wanting no missionaries in the
Kaokoveld., ?

100 Amongst the Herero divorces are not un-
gommon, the wife being chased away or leaving
on her own., But there is seldom much trouble
nbout these matters, they are not made the
pubject of ¢-urt cases. The children remain
wlth the father., If they leave with the :
mother he may fetch them back, or just leave
them in the hope that they will return later
Lo get the cattle to which they are entitled.
Only if the animals assigned to a child .
(ozongekera) were seéreted at the mother's
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place would the hﬁsband ﬁak +3
to 59$ them_baqk‘i_?ﬁrg;ﬁ € apigégﬁa§?qt;§
: 12*=3eliefs;'-. “T';
101 ' hupngst the’ Tjimba and Himba the old
- cestor cult is still to be found, ° The elds
/son has:the holy fire, acts as priest and mi

.29

they have no one who can do this professions
ally, and it would seem that the finer points

re being forgotten,

06  There are in the Kaokoveld quite a num-

er of places where a large-heap of stones

ies beside a path, Each passer-by casts a
gtone or a twlg on such a heap, which 1s called
ombindi, Or he puts a stone into the fork of
tree nearby. If he forgets he may not go
ack to do it, but even so nothing untoward will
befell him, - The originm of these heaps is most-
y not known but of the one at Okarundu kozom- -
bindi, on the road to Kacko-Otavi, they relate
that a doctor named Mbaatakana ja Kuhanga, a
specialist in keeplng enemies out of the coun-
try, lived there in the olden days, and that

he ordered that all should do there as des-
cribed because it was a sacred place.

f.epraye;fwhen.required. !

1020 In the deceased Karuvapa's homsstead’
.Vthmba?mQuntain:Where Kaputepwas liVih@eigé%
4 visited, the graves of Karuvapa and another.
were £o be seen next to one another, and maj
ed according to Himba- custom with poles plan
i ed upright, . See 1llusgtration, ' I am toid b
-Mr. Wessels that Katiti's grave is near Epen

103 The holy.fireplace (okuruus) was. ot
from it. (see photo), butﬂaﬂfifé“ig'bnlyﬁggdf
there on certain occasions, ‘when the head of
- the famlly fetches the firesticks. from his b
‘and’.makes 'a start with them;thén handing the
~ Po a'younger and stronger person.to kindle .
va.fire with, For less special occasions Kap
sister" Mbungo or Karuvapg's widow: Ngero. mal
fetch. fire from any firéplace in the homeste

13 Churches and education,

107 There are no missions or schools in the
Kaokoveld proper, though there'is one at Ses-
fonteln, see paragraph 19%, - The Herero who
Llearnt to read and write in the south passed
on this knowledge to the younger generatlon

and it is surprising to see how many of fthem
can read and write their own language.

© 104 ‘Many Herero, for-all that they call:th
~.selves Christisnsy -have also again {it'%éegh
- holy fires,  Of course the' original fires
"-already‘out-in Damaraland even before the -
Herero war, due to missionary influence; . B
in Angola they made new firesticks, and now

. .

these fires are kept going ‘again‘by the wives
- and 1f they move they take tﬁe“firgsticksgwe‘
. them and kindle a new fire, + "If a fire Shou
now - go out it is not thought a gérious matter
Certain of the old. rules’and:tabus regardin

sour milk in relation to:the ‘fire are still |
observed., .- T D T

% - . o
108 ° The Finnish Mission's applications for
leave to work in the Kaokoveld, made more 'than
once, have in the past been consistently op-
poseé by both Christiansg and heathen. The
more educated people want schools, but not
mission schools and no missignaries, :

e 14 Mode of settlemehts; dwellings, -

109, The Hiﬁba'and‘Tjimba,swho must be pre-
pared to move.whenever the aeeds of thelr live-
stock or other exigencies make thls necessary,
do not spend much”time‘providingisheltgr. A

105, Thé Herero bury their dead in Ghiistian
L, ' sti

fashion with reading of the Bible, prayers.

hymgs,;but S}nce,the_death'of Mar%in Tjiheurn
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lik. The dress of Himba and Tjimba men is best
seen in the illustrations, The aprons (ombuku,
both back and front) are of well dressed goat
or sheep skins, but the Tjimba apron is long

In front, that of the Himba shorter, Sandals
are essential in this country. The hair is
worn long, as shown, and a sheepskin or lamb-
skin cap Eombuja) is worn, or a tuft (onjange)
of sstrich feathers.

1l5¢ - The average Tjimba male looks dressed  as
'ifsﬁe were trying to copy the best Himba fashion
but went to a cheap tailor and also could not
affort to buy better ornaments,

-~

3()

climate which is always warm and where it »r
80 little.renders\house—building-doubly.unn
“essary, T have failed to deteot any regul

in the lay-out of their settlements though

there probably are some ruless. The huts -sta
"around_the cattle enclosures and mostly see
to face towards them, - SR

w110 In the oldgn.days;the'Himba~usedTtOfmak
onky one typve of huty viz, the -ordinary Herg
e beehiveitype'built~of‘sticks and plastered
~mud.  The conical structures now also seen,

..made of straight poles stacked towards an ap

- and plastered with mud and dung, were first
’buiit'relatively recently, Nowadays all ma
ner of structures are found, as may be seen |

“‘from,the,illustrations,; o et

116, The females wear a back apron of gsheep
or calf skin called oruheke, and a front apron
of the same material called oruhira, and when
- . nNecessary a cloak called orupera, The Tjimba
11 The:ma F o Crioo « & wear no beads of lead, Their headdress 1s
lll-,-Theémajority of the Herero now live in ldentical, as far as I could see with that of
substantial . ractingular mud dwellings, buil 4 ﬁb
on Buropéan lines and better and neater than
many of the Herero-houses'to‘be'seen_in'the
police zone,  They no longer build domed- :
wattle ard daub huts, | I

' 155iM§ferial clilture,

117, Some of the Tjimba and a very few Himba

112;' Thé'visitbr to an average Himba or Tjin|
have taken to Buropean dothing,

homestead ‘is struck by the extreme dearth o
utensils and other forms 'of material cultur
A number of articles looked to re exactly .
like the Herero ones known %o us from:musétms
~and literature, but only further study.and
comparison would ehable one to say anything
definitey ~ - e

118, All the Herero in the Kaokoveld wear
Buropean clothing and the old Herero heade
dress of females is no longer to be seen

amongst them,

16 Zribal merks and dress.” 1 17 Cattle,
113 The knooking out of the two middle inciw.
sors of the lower jaw and -the notching of the:
two, middle uppers, as shown in the illustra-
tions, 1s today ddne by Himba and ‘Tjimba,
whereas among the Herero the young people ar
_abanddging-the eustom, o S

In October 1947 the stock position in
'tg.Kaokoveld, exclusive of Sesfontein, was

gtimated to be as follows 1@
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it
but also by the age of his oxen and the spread .

32 of their horns, Hence the adherence to the
o old custom of slaughtering (which is done
. Herero ' Himba  Tjimba Total arely) young animals in order to spare the
: ' ‘ ~ : = ine old oxen and keep them to show off with,
Lorge 12,000 = 20,000 - 3,000 35,000 - | |
' ' _ 25, ALl manner of stock diseases occur, and
Small 17,000 26,000 7,000 50,000 n the first place foot and mouthtdisease,
’ - J i ickness and anthrax,
Cattle  .15,%00 25,200 H,400 45,000 ung51ckn¢§s, gallsickness and a

- units 126, Owing to an outbreak of foot and mouth
‘disease in Ombalantu the country was proclaim-
-ed a quarantine area under Government Notice
No,223 of 1946, and all trading between the
aokoveld and Ovamboland was prohibited, The
otice was partly rescinded on 27th January,
948, but produce, smell stock, dogs, and
attie may not be moved.

120  There also are thought to be about 100
horses and 2,000 donkeys in the country. 'Th
ownership is not certain, ‘ o

121 Even some years ago.it was considered

that the country was fully“stocked? bearing

mind the low rainfall, the uncertainty of- th
~ Seasons, the dlsastrous effects of veld fire

, 12 .. In 1938-9 a number of Himba, Veripaka's
and the general sparseness of the graszing, 4 i {e {

people, fearing to let their cattle be inocu-
lated against lungsickness, fled across the
Kunene into Angola with their stock, The
ortuguese apparently wanted to seize some of
hese and there was a fight about i1t, At all
events in 1941 they decided they had had
‘enough of Angola and came back into the Kaoko-
veld with 517 head of cattle and 700 sheep and
cats, As they refused to return to Angola
‘the animals were destroyed by order of the Ad-
ministration, -

122 If the above figures and those of pepu-
lation are correct they would give the foll
ing number of cattle units per 100 of popula-
for the three groups:

- Herero 1,040
Himba 1,440
Tjimba 224

123 Even allowlng for considerabloe inaccuracy
‘these figures indicate the tremendous differen
ce existing between the economies of the
Kaokoveld and of Ovamboland, where the averag
ratio is more in the vicinify of 80 cattle.

units per 100 of population, less than half

of the holding of the poor TJ}imba nomads who
at one time possessed nothing at all, and les
than a tenth of the Herero and Himba holdings

128, With few exceptions the Kaokoveld cattle
folk do not bother to sink wells and therefore
concentrate with all their stock near the open
waters, thereby over-grazing certain areas.,
Fortunately water collects in many places dur-
ing the rainy season so that then the cattle
tan be dispersed all over the country.,

124 Owing to the prohibition on the export

of stock there is no market for these cattle,
However, the attitude towards cattle is only
slightly utilitarian, for a man's standing is
indicated not mercly by the number of his ca

iB' Agriculture,

129  Before the Herero cameé into the.Kaoko-
Veld neither the Himba nor the Tjimba probably
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knew anything about agriculture at dll. Evel
today the Himba only gErow some maize in a de.
sultory fashion. The Herero, as described
earlier, had knowledge of irrigation and the
growing of various crops even before they 1lef
Damaraland, and some of them learnt still mor
in Angola, Though not at heart agriculturi st
they immediately began to make use of what
water they found to grow maize and tobacco,
At Kaoko-Otavi the Boers on their way to Ang-
ola had done so before them, It is likely
that if the elephants did less damage to
their crops the Herero might show even more

interest in growing crops. As regards tobaccl

the trouble is now that none can be exported,
whereas before the embargo the Ovambo used to

bring in grain and other goods for barter and
buse 1t

19 Economics,

130 There has for some time been a prohibis
tion of the movement of cattle into and out
of the Kaokoveld for fear of the spread of
foot and mouth disease. More recently the
movement of small stock and the export of vegs
etable products was also forbidden for the
same reason, Prior to these restrictions
there was a small but regular amount of trad-

ing done within the Kaokoveld itself and alsoI

with the outside world, but on the whole thert
existed an almost pure subsistence economy,
There is no store in the Kaokoveld, thé near-
"est in the south being at Kamanjab, . The
people used to trek down to Kamanjab and other
stores in the Outjo district and also dis-
posed of some of their produce to Ovambo,

who came in to obtain tobacco. buchu and stock
or themselves went across to ﬁkwaluthi.

234 There is no recruiting in the Kaokoveld
owing to the prevalence of dysentery and
venerc#l disease, The economy being pastoral,
the earnings of the few men who could go out

PLATE 9.

Herero headman.

Incisors filed or knocked out (Himba).



PrLaTE 10.

Himba men at okuruuo (sacred hearth).
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would in any case not compensate for the 1loss
of able-boc ied men who are needel to tend the
herds. The position at Sesfontein is referred
to in paragraph 220.

830 The foregoing gives a very incomplete
plcture of the economics of the Kaokoveld.

L33 The dominating feature of this economy
is uncertainty and instability. BEwverything
depends on the season, Nobody knows in ad-
vance what will be the best way of getting
through the next year. So they sit and wait.
In olden times the only way to scrape through
very bad times was to go away as far as possi-
ble., Nowadays the government sometimes
helps with food. It is of course rlways wil-
ling to, and does in fact help when the local
officer considers that such help is needed,

In 1941 it zave 225 bags of maize to alleviate
distress. In 1946, which was a bad year,

the people and especi~lly the Himba who had
much cattle trekked to distant areas, and went
to places like Orupembe which normally are not
occupied, Food became so scarce that the head-
men asked for assistance and this time the Ad-
rinistration distributed 166 bags of maize
meal,

134 A country so much at the mercy of a
fickle rain”all obviously requires careful
supervision of stock and population, and over-
stocking must be avoided like the plague.

20, Health.

135+ Many diseases occur, including some

ra ones like malta fever which prevents
Europeans from using local milk, and the care
and experience required to grow vegetables
cause a lack of greens which mey easlly cause
scurvy in those who d@® not live entirely like
the natives. These latter, especially the
Himba who get sufficient milk from their large
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herds, give an impression of spare physique
bined with great toughness., Their teeth are
good, their bare bodies glisten with plentif

ications of fat except where the thick 1

sinewy limbs give promise of the prodigious-
feats of marching and endurance of which the
are capable, Altogether one can see in the
primitive man of the age-0ld dietistic equil
brium with his environment in which he has s
vived 1n Africa all these centuries. The
Herero are different, They have already dru
of the cup of civilisation and probably oug
to be glad of the difficul%ies-which put siuga
coffee and all the rest virtually out of theil
I’eaChQ ' o -

SESFONTEIN

22 Definition of areas

:138 Government Notice No.122 of 1923 confirm-
¢4 the grant of land made by the German Govern-
ment: : :

(%) The farm Zesfontein in the district of
Dutjo, in extent approximately 31,416 hectares,
being the area assigned to the use of the
Topnaar Swartbool Hottentots for grazing pur-
poses by the German Government after the con-
flscation of their tribal property under the
Ordinance of the Governor dated the 23rd March
1906, and bounded as followss-

136 The trouble really starts with those who
like a certain native who learnt all manner o
vegetable gardening in Angola, live neither ¢
native nor the white man's way and seem to ge

both., - These observations give food for
thought, It is so easy to upset the balance
- of things, g0 diffieult to restore it,

10 kilometre radius from Waterhole ZESSFON-
TEIN,

21 Sources, 139 Government Notice No,42/1941 adds 200 gm
' ‘ i ' to Zesfontein,
137 The foregoing is mostly based on what I
saw for myself during the brief time at my di
posal, and secondly derived from some officia
repor%s and the local knowledge of officials-
and iphabitants of the country, There is not
much literature on the Kaokoveld, but see the
bibliography at the end,. - '

140 Sesfontein itself is only occupied by the
pettled community living there, One of the
woormanne", Jafta Hendrik, with a small num-
ber of peopie lives outside the 10 km radius
on the Buropean-owned farm Warmbad, which ori-
inally belonged to Schlettwein.. The Sesfon-
%ein people make use of the grazing for many .
miles around and have a few posts for their
tattle, A number of Herero, Himba and Tjimba
live a semi-nomadic 1life "in the country north-
gast and north-west of Sesfontein and these
nlso form part, in a loose sense, of the Sesfon-
tein social and economic unit. There ig a
gort of no-man's land zone around the Sesfon-
+tein sphere of influence which integrates these
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A Tfew black bare hills stand within the basin,
The oasis itself presents a refreshing picture
of wheat, tobacco and vegetable gardens, en-
ormous flg and thorn trees in lusclous green
leaf, a stately row of date palmg planted by
the éermans and the white walls of their old
fort now fallen into ruins, The whole sur-
rounding area has been overgrazed so thorough-
ly that only the large trees remain in a level
‘plain of bare sand, There are no.young trees
nor can any ralse its head owing to the in-
tensive browsing of the numerous cattle, goats
and donkeys perpetually on the look-oub for a
nibble of green leaf or twig, In course of
time, as the large trees die off one by one
and no others take thelr place, it seems that .
all vegetation must eventually. disappear, and
leave only the enclosed gardens. Needless

to say, this over~-stocking .is the result of a
long period of peace and freedom from ralding
since the establishment of European control,
and an utter disregard of the -exhortations of
officials urging wider dispersal of livestock
and avoidance of concentration at Sesfontein,

38

cattle nomads with.the oasis dﬁellers. The
unit is thus much larger than the reserve,

23 Administration and control:

141 Administratively the Sesfontein communit
forms a self-contained entity apart from the
rest of the Kaokoveld, The traditlonal leac
ship of the old Hottentot "kapteins", a hered]
tary position, has gradually Weakeneé'until

some time ago a person other .than a member of
the family was appointed, and the title "kap-
tein" now seems lnappropriate, "“Senior wvoor-
man'" would probably be more accurate, Offi-
cially, in English at least, he is a Headmani
He has a small number of "voormanne" (offi-
clally s Sub~headmen), known to &nd approved
by the government, to assist him, :

142 These Sesfontein leaders have the right
to attend the meetings of the council of head
men of the Kaockoveld and to lay matters befor
it but they would probably never dream of do-
ing so, Though they might listen to proceed-
ings of the council if they should happen to
be at Ohopoho at the time of a sesslon, they
would hardly concede the right to decide
about Sesfonteln matters to any but the gover
ment, In spite of a considerable community
of interest between Sesfontein and the rest o
the country, the separation between them in
matters of control is therefore complete.

145 About the rainfall I have no information.
as no record exilsts, Whether the springs are
likely to be affected by the denudation of -
the countryside all around is hard to say.

The springs probably owe their flow much more
to the geological formation than to any re-~

- tarding effect of a surface humus sponge,

The flow does not seem to fluctuate much,

- The more exact nature of this flow is not:
known. For the continued existence of the: _
- Besfontein community the springs are of course
- vital and it may prove worth while to measure
the flow at Intervals over the years and so

- bulld up a record to show the trend, This 1s
~ of course nelther easy nor ilnexpensive in :
- view of the remoteness of the spot, For-
tunately for Sesfontein the-tivers passing

- nearby drain off rainfall from a very . large

- area, a very important matter in a country - -
‘-where the rain falls so erratically, -

143 There are no enactments relating to the
administration of Sesfontein only.

o4 Description of country @

14k Almost on the edge of the Namib, in a
large level sandy basin, surrounded by bleak:
and broken mountainsg, lies the desert oasis
Inani /ous or Sesfon%ein, so-called because o
the six. strong perennial springs issuing ther




T ; : Sl

Dy

%0

146 There is only one road whic
the mountains into Sesfontein, %Owég%stghggo
poho or Kamanjab with pack animals the people
."can of coursé take shorter routes, . The forme
-Journey takes them about three days, the latt
about four, But there is .o travel at all be
tween Sesfontein and the counfry.south and
south—west of 1t in the police zone owling to
the arid:owastes to be traversed, - There is n
.. road léading from it further west and in fact
~ nowhere togo in that direction, i

refiainder-(Say 433 péréons) would then consti-
tute’ the ectial: permanent population’ of Sesfon-
tein ditgel Dy et o T TITEESL T
S ; o Lo

150 The earliest occupation of Sesfontein was
probably by the ubiquitous Bushman, of whon,
however, :Little trace or record remains., He
wag oustedlong ago by Bergdama, and these were
in turn. subjécted by Herero cattle-nomads from
the north.  These two lived together in'a sya-
blosis already familiar from elsewhere in South
West Africa, the: Herero being the acknowledged
masters and living on their herds, the Bergdama
hunting, collecting and working f£Or them.

Some Himba relate that the last Omuhimba to
lord 1t over Sesfontein was a man named Omugema.

25 Stréngthrand"distribution of population,
147 According to figures submitted in 147

E?ere was the following population at th2t7

e . ‘ . . -
Men ~"Women Children Total

Hottentots © 33 L1 0 |
. Bagtards and - . .5 12k

151 This state of affairs ended:with the arri-
val of the Hottentots who are now the dominant
element at Sesfontein, Two groups of thém
arrived, at different times., The first and

. ~Coloureds: 6 - - 6 : (AU
Herero - .. . . 27 28 . 10 89 largest were icmen or Topnaars, the later arri-
Himba = .. .. = 26 % 39.. 57‘ 152 vals were a much smaller group of //kou /gdan
gﬁimga o 08 0 6 g T3 or Swartboois. oL : ¥
ergdama o1 111 : L e R R

Ovambo . B 91” 'lil 122 ‘ ' 37? cShe (1) sdomen: or Topnaars © -~
Bushmen (includ- 4 - . P . e T

S > ol 152 The Topnaars say the first chilef they can

'  ing hybrids) ,
S 196 3w 355 gy
148 ”Tﬁefﬁeférd;”ﬂimbaland Tjimbalfﬁotailin"_
252 according to this'tabledﬁaméiusually togbe
found in the veld outside Sesfontein, = Their
whereabouts are dictated by the whereabouts

of grazing which in turn is determined by the
way the rains fell some time before, . -

remember was /uichab, under whom they lived
sonewhtere far to the south, in a place away
from the sea. There /uichab died. Under the

they came to Sesfontein and drove out both ths
Hererc and the Bergdama.

1153 After the death of Anibab @ Hendrik his
- full brother /unuweb @ Jan @ Petrus /uichamab
succeeded, He was chlef from before 1879, it

cording to the table, number 533, Of these
abouﬁ-Qne fiftha(say’IOOIpersons) isfhormall§
also pot at Sesfontein but in the vicinity,
that is, at Warmbad, .at Puros (WW of Zesfon-
tein), ard. in between these two places, The

149 The rest of the population wowld then,.ac

15% In his time the Germans established a
2llitary post at Sesfontein. They built a fort
the remains of whith still stand. It waz built
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155 'In a cemetery near the fort there are
. three graves

42
in 1902 after the war with the Swartboois,
garrison consisted of Germans and Hottentot
soldiers or police, After a time the German
withdrew most of the garrison and only three

menhwere left by the time the war broke out
191k,

of Unteroffiz, Karl Pietrows
who died 18.,9.0% and Gefr, K. Giescke who di
25.3.08; the third grave has no stone,

156 When the war broke out in August 191k,
the Germans arrested the chief Jan and took
him with them to Outjo. On the way from

Outjo to some other destination he died on thy

road and was buried at Palafontein 6 miles
from Outjo, ]

157 By his wife //gaubes the ghief Jan had
left a daughter Kukus @ Albertina and a son
/nabeb @ Levi /uichamab who nhow became chief,
He.died in 1918. :

158 Levi had a wife //3wes @.Katrina @ Marin|

who bore him a son Husa @ Nathanael /uichamal,
The latter now succeeded ag chief, He was
mauled by a lion and died on 28th February
1941, leaving no Lsgue, j o )

PrLaTE 11.

Date palms at Sesfontein.

Mountains east of Sesfontein.



PLATE 12,

Topnaar huts at Sesfontein.

Bergdama women winnowing wheat.
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159 Gencalogy cf !omen (Topnaar) leaders
(1) /uichab(lxo
ﬁAnibab' : //gaubes xf}/unuweb
@ Hendrik Enge ~ @ Jan
(2) @ Petrus
(3)
Anibabﬂ_x(l)Kukus @ //’é’vesq_)xlﬁ/nabeb
@Hendrik |Albertina @ Katrina @ Levl
‘ @ Maria (%)
{Kairob A] 4) 4) o
@ Simon o [JHusa (5)
// nabachab : @ Nathanael
(no issue)

Kristinao{llnaistab @
icodenus Kido

OMin-#hab @
Be?g%min K;do

160 There was nawno one left in the male line
to take office. For various reasons about
which I have insufficient information the
choice now fell on Min-7/hab @ Benjanin Kido,

He was the son of !naistab @ Nicodemus Kido

and his wife Kristina Kido, both Hottentots
fron Franzfontein, where Nicodemus had been an
evangelist of the Rheinische Mission until in
¢,1898 the chief Jan fetched him, with the con-
sent of the mission, to come and teach his
people. The peoplé had just lost their cattle
through the rinderpest and were in a bad way.
They knew nothing of agriculture or irrigation,
and were 1living on what they could find, Nico-
dermus Kldo taught them how to make lands, sow
wheat and irrigate, and gave religious and
other instruction.
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161 Before being appointed chief in March 19

Benjamin Kido had been a'voorman® si
He died on 16th December, 1947, . 193k,

162 The office of senlor voorman nOW-réverté

to the original line of chiefs beca
th : : u
people proposed Kairob @ Sohab
gldggt sog.of chief Levl'
ervina already mentioned
Anibab @ Hendrik, -
born Kairob
three daughters,

s and-her husband

It is not impossible that

Simon would have succeeded after the death of

his uncle Leyl, were it not that Benia ‘Ki
2V anin Kid
was so much be%ter educated and morejcapablé
than any other man at Sesfontein at that time

(11) //kou /gBan or Swartbools

163 The'Swartboois at.Sesfontei -
n came 1
fgggifogﬁein,ang were a section of the tig%e
g ere under the chief a
Cornelius Swartbooi, ef: /hoin /arab €

(1i1) Bergdanma

164 In course of time the Beréﬁama who'héd

been driven out of Sesfontein slowly care back

and were allowed to make a 1i
sufferance. PR ving there on

- (iv) Herero
165 -If the cattle7people'Whoﬁ the Hottento
drove out really.were Herero, only a few evgi
came ‘back,; because there are only .a few now.
Those few resident in ‘the vicinity live, like
the Himba, a pastoral 1life and take little or
ggsgiﬁt in the 1life of the Sesfontein oasis

Simon .//nabachab, th
s sister Kukus @ Al-

A -~ From this union there were
another son ‘already deceased, an

5

o v 5

(v) Bushmen
166 There are only a few Bush péoplé left. I
could only interview one old man named lhu-igach

tho had come in to Sesfontein for the reaping

of the wheat in the hope of getting something,
for the Sesfontein pecople appear to be kindly
towards the Bushmen, He called himself Khu-
gaob, that is, he did not pronounce any clicks,
Though, he spoke Nama with clicks, it 1s a re-
markable fact that he spoke his own Bush lan-
guage without any and persons who have known
these people for many years assured me that the
others of the group did the game. The council-
Lors who were present at this interview sald
1t sounded like baby talk to them or like the
speech of one, still learning to talke .

167 “This group of Bushnen calls itself Kubun
(with. click //ubun), -The-informant- said they
originally came from a place called lkuiseb.
which is south of Walvis Bay, near the sea.-
© . Wniab flows

168" A young thancnamed /namimab, son of inform-
tant's brother and-a Bergdana mo%her, was . also
" present, - He had also. been.born on-the luniab;
There are noneof this group left there now, ' :

169 The. .informant, like his brother, had a
Bergdama wife by whom he had several children,
amongst them three daughters all living in: -
Sesfonteln. One of the daughters was married
to ay Hottentot, another to a Bergdamas, now " -
- deady the third though 0ld enough to be mar--
- pied had not yet found a husband and was 1live
ing with her brothers. . :u . Lo

170 Informant never had -a. Bush wife, . 1%
seenms <there is ;only one purie Bush woman of
this group still surviving. She also lives in-
Sesfontein and is merried. to a Bergdama, Two
 other pure Bushmen of thig group survive. Like -
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fi??l Language,

171 "'Thé language of Sesfontein is Nama Hot
;_tot,_whlch_is.used,by both the dominant Hbtg
.- tot section and by the poorer Bergdama., The

‘seem to:be ‘some differences between speech o
these two groups, 1avi

- little German,
lally the women, have no knowledge of any Eu
pean language. The, Himba' and Tjimba,  even th

~ Nama to some;exten%. : L

472 In 1947 when I .first visited Sesfontein
< ;-the headman Benjamin Kido was still alive
-though 111,

//nabachab, ‘born ¢,1902, in office.since c.1
“CalrEphraim-Abob,fborn'é,lB?O{Voorﬁaﬁ‘Sinpé_

“since 1923 .(k%). Jafta Hendrik, born ¢i1892,vo

-;fWHpmbad‘adj@ining:Segf@nteinH;qg

-they, can’ get and ‘especially fish found -alon

46
the informant they normally live oub i '
e Y e n the
mib and along the coast, eating what veldko.

the shore,” lhu-lgaob sald Ke po: i<
the . st s shu-iga possessed no
Or arrows and-had“last used these as a young

| _ The Hottentot men have so
knowledge of Herero, Their knowledge.of eit
English or Afrikaans is slight. Some kriow s
Many of the Hottentots, esp

wives and children.

are said to understand

.28 Political organisation,

; ‘He then had four "voormanneﬁio
councillors, namely (1) Kairob @ Simon ™

1918,:(3). Manasse Adam, born.c,1880, voorman

rian since .¢.1936, and resident on

the farm

173 When Benjemin Kido had been appointed h

called the people, bOth men and women, toget
‘and; told them he:had.chosen the four men nam
above . to be-his;councillors, and invited obj

© . tions. " There were.nong... Not many Himba-att

i+ ded this meeting.. . As, Benjamin himsElf ki@ a
* budlly made no, choice of change, buk’merely

announced his intention of carrying oh:with

L7

‘men already long in office, it was not likely

there would be any protest,
no changes since. -

174 After the death:of Benjamin it was pro-

There have been

posed by the voormanné that Simon -should suc-

ceed, It was then put to them,that i1t might

be advisable to have some Bergdama councillors

also, to represent thelr own people. At a
subsequent . meeting which I attended in Sep-

“tember 1948, two men Levi Ganuseb and Ellas

Amchab were aco rdingly put forward in respon-

se to this suggestion.. But the further step
"was taken of, proposing.twe:Himba councillors

also, namely Uerimunga Kasaona and Hivetira
Karg%jaiva. - | S o

175 From having a Hottentot headman and four:

_Hottentot councillors, they were now preparing

to have a Hottentot-headman with only three
‘Hottentot councillors, and:no less than four
‘non-Hottentot councillors. To me 1t seemed

that either the Hottentots had not quite real-

ised the implications, for- themselves, of this
new arrangement, or eiselthat_they-must have
considered the éergdama as having identical
interests with them, so as to outwelgh the Him-
ba vote, or else agaln that they may have
thought that in practice they, belng on the
spot and having the numbers and influence’ there
would always be able to manage affairs to i
their own satisfaction. The proposal to have
more, and non-Hottentot, councillors, still
had %o be approved by the government. R

176 An illustration of the difference of in-
terest that might conceivably arise in the
council as proposed wasg given in the very same
meeting, when the Himbz leader asgked for per-.
mission to bring stock from the northern. lung-
sickness-infected area into the vicinity of
Sesfontein. To this the council would not

Cagree, . |

no léss than seven men

177 At the same meeting
would ~

were produced as "policemen" (messengers"
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have been more accurate).chosen by the coux
Actually the "voormanne' are not much bette
than policemen themselves, by thelr owh aco
for they have no terrltorial control, and
hneither the land nor the people are divid
into wards or groups under individual counc
lors. Crimes, complaints, etc. may be repo
ed to the headman through any '"voorman', bu
no .trouble, however small, may be settled b
Ca Nyoorman® on his OWIl,. "It has to be deci
by the heddman who agaln is careful to cons
his council in everything of importance, Th
ig how the councillors themselves described
the system. I had no means of checklng th
‘accuracy of thils account.

kg

~is a written. record of ‘the.fines. 50 collecteds
- they are kept to supply food for road repair

parties.

183 Neither the headman nor any ‘other function-
cary receives remuneration.
form their duties, which do not seem very. on-

They probably per-

erous, for the sake of the additional power and
status achleved thereby. Self-govermnment thus
costs the Sesfontein community. very little in

'everhead charges.

18% The council sometimes decides Himba
troubles also., Whilst conceding that the Him~
ba and other Herero had thelr own customs,

the council could not recall any casealnvolvug
Herero-speaking parties which had been diffi-
cult to settle on that account, Possibly no

. ity over all the people at Sesfontein, no m

:“‘choice.

intricate questions of Herero custom were ever

178 The headman and his council are 1n'aut brought before them,

ter of what nation, How far their power ex
- tends over the semi-~ nomadic Herero, Himba a
Tjimba I could not discover. The. fact that
Himba leader thought it~ necessary o get th
‘permission of the council to bring in stock
into the veld around Sesfontein indicates
the Himba acknowledge the council's power
there,

29 8001a1

185 Since v1rtually ‘the whole of the settled
Sesfontein community is Chrlstlan, monogamy 1s
. the rule, Most couples were married by church
‘rites, by a missionary of the Rheinische
Mission from Outjo, who used to visit Sesfon- .
tein at interwvals. During the war years however
he was not allowed to come and some couples
were married by the teacher Nicodemus Hendrik. g
The legality of all these unlons 1s thus open ?
$o. question.

179 In the olden days the "kaptein'" always
merely. informed the people of his choice of
councillors; he never asked them to nomina
~any. - There never was any objection to his :
186 No case of a.divorce could be recalled by
ny informants who sald divorce was rare,

They added that though a husband might beat
his wife, it rarely happened,

180 Nobody has ever yet been expelled from
Sesfontein as an undesirable.

181 The council meets under a large tree n
far from the school, Meetings are only he
“when hecessary. Sometimes even months elap
without any trouble occurring to warrant ca
‘1ing the members together.

187 The two sections, Topnaar and: Swartbooi
are sald now to hdve virtually merged into one.
.The" Bergdsma  have advanced tremendously in .
status, and are noWw allowed %o marry Hottentot
girls. To what extent this actually heppens,

182 4 person founid gullty me.y be flned, or
given strokes (rare), and is allowed to pay
~ his fine in money, wheat or llvestock. Ther




‘most visible expression of the underlying dif-

which most of them are, they belong to the

50

and what public opinion really thinks of it I
am unable to judge., But Hottentots do not in-
termarry with Herero and Himba, owing it is sal
to the language difficulty. I am inclined to
believe that the brakes on this type of inter-
marriage are not in the main linguistical but
that the difference in language is merely the

ferences in tradition, culture and character,
There are Herero at Puros for example who have
married Bergdama women. ;

188 Sons who marry are expected to continue to
live with their fathers. They have their own
dwellings, of course; a very simple matter,

As may be seen from %he illustrations, there

is not much difficulty about starting an estab=
lishment of one's own. They cut some wood and
the wife does the rest. When a son wishes to
live somewhere else, he merely goes away and
settles where he likes. He does not require
the permission of the headman, or of anybody
else, Nor may anyone object to his settling
where he likes, providee he doces not cause
trouble and inconvenience by his proximity,

189 Assaults and other ‘crimes are extremely ram

190 The inheritance of irrigable lands goes
from father to son, and all sons get equal
shares, A daughter does not inherit = land if
there is a son because the latter must provide
for her until she marries. However, two daugh-
ters may in the absence of sons inherit their
father's land, and a.widow may inherit her hus-
band's land. An unmarried girl who inherits a
land does not lose it upon her marriage, but hep
husband becomes the owner. Should she be di-
vorced she would get back the land, but no such
case could be quoted,

30 Churches, education and schools.

191 1In so far as the people are Christian,

PLATE 13.

A Topnaar of Sesfontein.

A Topnaar of Sesfontein.




PrLAaTE 14,

'Hu-!gaob, a Bushman of Sesfontein.

Topnaar female of Sesfontein.
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Rheinische Mission, No other confessions are
represented.

192 There is a school building, which also
serves as church,

193 As stated elsewhere, Nicodenus Kido came
to work amongst these people in 1898, as evan-
gelist of the Rheinische Mission, and the
misgion has maintained contact by periodical
visits, = :

19% The majority of the men, not to mention
the women, cannot read., A minority can read
Nama a little, but it is said they cannot
write. Very few indeed can write, excepting
the school children, who are Hottentot and
Bergdama. These now number,%ﬁ, and go up to
Standard III., Afrikaans is taught as European
language, The good progress made in recent
years in this school goes entirely to the cre-
dit of the excellent teacher, Nicodemus Hendrik,
a relation of the late Benjanin Kido, and a
product of the Augustineun in Okahanéja.

31 Mode of settlement

195 'The Hottentot population was forced to be-
come settled when it took to relying cn irri-
gation for a living., The fields require so
much constant attention and the necessity of
utilising the water supply all the year round
is so great that they must remain near their
1'nds all the tine. But though they have

been doing this for decades now, it has effect-
ed little change in their mode of settlement.
Their nomadic instincts and tradition are
abundantly demonstrated by the flimsy beehive-~
type huts in which so many of then stlil “live,
Many of these have hardly any covering during
the dry season which is after all most of the
year. Other huts are covered with mats in
true Hottentot style. Some people live in rec-
tangular European-type shacks of the simplest
sort, S
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200 Tribal marks by which those people é/uld be
dlstlnoulshed there are none,

52

196 A1l dwellings indicate that the clima
. a hot and dry one, rendering the barest bi

shelter sufflclen% When harvesting time
proaches and the corn must be guarded againg
birds, prlmltlvo reed and grass shelters a
erected in the lands, and people live ther
- til they have brought in and threshed the ¢y
Some of these shelters are little better thy

: ,”i=
., :

34 Cattle,

r')f

201 Tt was officially estimated in 1947 that
stock is owned by the Sesfontein communlty as

dog kennels., Others who happen to have a % follows., - e

shady tree dispense with such bother, and s ~ Owners' Hot~ Owners . Total
ply live under them in the open. | - gg?ég;;aand Himba

197 The Bergdama live like the Hottontots,  firse stock s 1t
possible in still greater simplicity. The ‘a?ge e 200. 600 1,500
ba and Tjimba in the environs of Sesfonteln } 8nall stock 5,000 L, 000 9,000
of course live as their fathers did before § o - e

' Donkeys 190 nil ~ 190
32 Material culture, Cattle units 2, 090, 1 400_15;3 490 -

202 How accurate these flgures are I cannot :
saye. It 1s not possible to say how stock is. ..
owned . by 1nd1v1duals. A few things how_ever
are certaln. - o

198 As nomads the Hottentots never had man{
belongings, nor has their present more sett

way of llfe altered much at Sesfontein in th
respect, Their material eguipment is still

extremely simples Karosses, milk pails, cal
baghes, dishes, goatskin sacks, hatchets,
knives and of course gpades, are the main
items, Remoteness from civilisation andy

during the past few years, - certain dlfflcult
in the way of trade have dontributed to thod:
- poverty in material things.

203 Flrstly, the Bergdama now: not only pos-}'l
sess.gtock, as shown in the abovVe return, but’
several of them ownh 1arbe stock, This. was
impossible in the olden' days when it was.a
crime. for a Bergdama to own large stock;and g
in fact to own ﬂny wealth at.- all.' o

204 The Hottentots 1ost their cattle in the o
rinderpest.1897 and say there was another dis- .
eage which later wiped cut all their goats al~
so, Nevertheless they managed, partly by
their old method of robbing their neighbours,

o build up their herds again., On these they
are very dependent for milk and for barter.
Some men own no large stock, All however are
said to have some small stock, ' B :

33 Tribal marks and dress.

199 It is not necessary to refer to the Hep
Himba and Tjimba in this connection as they
not dl ffer from their fellows elsewhere. Th
Hottentots dress European fashion in whateve
they can get. Hats, mostly felt hats, are
worn and nowadays also battered helmetss
shirts, jackets, trousers; long old- fashlon
dresses and head clothsj sandals, shoes, or
boots. Quite good karosses are sewn with s
in the traditional menner. Many of the less
well=~to-de inhabitants wear very little.

Y

205 There are cattle posts on the Kowarlb 21
iles east of Sesfontein, and at sore other
mall places, At Purqs %here are only Herero.
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pll FEach land only gets a turn once a week,
The methods are probably as good as they might
be under the circumstances, A large proportin
of the water 1s lost in the channels which are
just made in the ground and which moreover are
dry at short intervals so that they absorb a
great deal of water every time they are used,
The facing of furrows with stone or wood, and
covering them over, as done in other desert
countries to provent losses and to keep the
yater cool, has not yet occurred to the people.
Bearing in mind that these are folk with a com-
pletely nomadic tradition, an improvident
tharacter, and never taught by experts, thelr
pchievement is worthy of note,

ok

A few men at these cattle posts herd thé sto
of many owners, _ s
' .206 fThe Himba of course are a cattle beople
and their whole existence is bound up with
their stock. Whether they lost all theilr an
mals in the rinderpest and how they recovere
~ from their losses in that disaster I ‘cannot

oggo7§:The”§rice-df?é goat 1s sald to be five
shillings, of a sheep ten shillings. -

208 . Of late years there has been only a sma
increase in-the number of donkeys, which ar

used for transport.

”M2 Apart from the three staple crops of wheat,
ize and tobaccc, they cultlvate pumpkins
ecalabashes and a few watermelons, sweet meions
(spaanspek) and tomatoes., Millets and sorghums
are unknown., Vegetables like beans, onlons,
carrots, spinach and cabbage have likewise-up
to now not been grown, |

209 ' There is a strict gquarantine imposed o
the movement. of stock lnto the police zohe,
Sesfontein has so far been spared stock epid
niles such.as of lungsickness, and the intro
- .duetion -of gtock from~adjoining areas of th
Kaockoveld 1s_ a matter over which the council
arrogates to itself a great deal of say, be
cause . of the menaceé to the wealth o6f the wh
community. B -

213 -.Some pawpaws have been grown since 1930,
Prickly pear and figs were introduced by the
Germans who also planted the datepalms. The
frult are highly prized but the trees grow too

slowly for the natives to care about planting
more of them, ‘

I

35 Agriculture

210" At Sesfontein everything depends on on
thing. alonet the volume of water from the

springs, ~This flow seems to be fairly eve
There are no records nor hag the daily ylel
ever been meastured as far as I know, It is
probably no more than a few cubic feet per

second but it is, for this country, a wonde
_ful supply of water. It 1s certainjhoweve
that it isi.thHe water that limits the extent
of land under cultivation, . “How much land®

‘belng cultivated at any one time still hasf%
be theasureds " 8ix men irrigate from the mal
furrow-during the day, the one after the ot
therefore an approximate two hours gach, an
four' men during the night, There are no da
of any size to conserve water, These are u
necesgary. because all the water is used up

214 In an annual report of some years ago it
1s stated that almost all the men prodiuced 2,
3 to k& bags of wheat each whilst a few pro-
duced 5, 6, to 8, and 3 men produced 10, 18,
~and 21 bags rusgectively. Whilst 22 men to=~
gether produced 80 bags, 3 men together pro-
duced 50 bags. Again, 25 men produced L7 bags
of tobacco, but one man produced 5 bdgs. If
these are 1n any way representative flgures,
the yield is low per man. One of the reasons
nist be the limited quantity of water avail-
le. Pogsibly the absence of a market may
nlso now be a limiting factor. TN
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215- 'The keeping . of stock is an absolute nece
sity et Sesfontein, firstly to get the indis-
pengable -manure, and; secondly to get the milk
end méat for a balanced diet,  Shou
tation-in the vicinity therefore be destroyed
the land§ would have to bear the additional

burder of  producing. fodder, or manuré would havi

to be transported for long distances, both of,
them unecoriomlcal measures and hardly to be =

thought of. . The dangers of .denuding the sur- -

rounding country have, in spite of warning and:
advice to_the contrary, apparently not. yet been
fully reqiiSedTby‘the-lnhabitants:;-v‘;

716 Before .the German garrison was withdrawn
in 1908, thg Germans measured out and gave to
the Sesfontsin people certain landdy onhe. to !
each man, Young men got. larger portions, fe-
n-les got -nothing, But ano.written record

exists of title to land., Some of the present
inhabitants have still got the original lands

given them at that time.

217. After the Germans had left, the inhabi-
tantg parcelled out morce lanc amongst them-

selves, so shat & number of -persons got lands
in varlious rlaces.- S o : ,

218 The ownership to:land is a matter of come
mon knowledge, There never are disputes about
gardens., Most of the land 1g always used.

If a2 man neglects a land -for twoto three years
it is taken from him and allotted to another.
The last time thls actually happened was 1n |
1946, A man had three lands and worked only.
one,because he had eonsumption and could not
work more. The council warned him in 1945
"and the following year took his unused gardens

away..”- There was no injustice in this because }

& ‘man way get another to work his land for -’
him and reward him with part of the crop. -

36 TBconomics Sl

219 The economics of Sesfontein, as of the

Kaokoveld as a whole, have been Affected bythe |

Should all vege:
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regulations imposed as a precaution against the
spread of foot and mouth disease, see para 126,
The surplug of wheat, maize and fobaceo former-
1y greown for sale bo%h in the Kaokoveld and
outside can now only be disposed of inside,
Despite the resulting difficulties in the way
of obtaining certain products of civilisation,
there 1s however no attempt to make, for exam-
ple, leather shirts and trousers, such as one
saw in Bechuanaland during the great depres-
slon of the early thirties, though nelther the
materials nor the skill are lacking and such
home-made articles are exceedingly durable,
Part of the tobacco crop is bartered to Kaocko-
veld natives for stock, the only equivalent
they have to offer, Formerly people used fo
trek down from Ovamboland to Sesfontein to buy
tobacco there, or the Sesfdntein producers sdd
their tobacco in Ovamboland themselves, or

went into the police zone. :

220 There is no regular ekport of labour be~
cause every man has his land which requires .
his presence all the year round, but young rnen
go out now and then, Practicaily all of the
nen have worked in the police zone at one time
or another, but some have never been out more
than once or twice, Some for example went as
drévers for the Angola Boers, and got as far
as Windhoek and Gobabis.

221 Sesfontein thus has a simple subsistence
economy, with every man growing his own wheat,
maize and tobacco, building his own huts and
kraals, and making many of his other require-
ments., Of specialisation there 1g little to
be seen. There do not appear to be any trades-
men at all. There are appreciable differences
between the well-to-do and the poorest individ-
uals, as also in productivity, but whether this
is due to social stratiflcation and privilege,
or individual industry and merit, is hard to
say without further study.
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37 Health.

222 About the general state of health of the
Sesfontein community I have no information.

One sees 2 number of quite old people apparent-
ly in sound health. Owing to its remoteness
from all the amenities of civilisation, Ses-
fonteinls not likely to find its population
augnented by immigrants from outside and there-

fore nust maintain its population by local

births, It would seem that the number of
Hottentots has declined since they first set-
tled here, but the community as a whole is
nore likely to be on the increase, albeit
slowly, Despite the heat, which can be very
great, Sesfontein is not an unhealty spot for
& people with the right physique.

223 Sesfontein is not exempt from the diseases
also forund in the rest of the Kaokoviid., At
official visits, which take place at intervals,
sundry everyday medicines are supplied free to
those who come and ask for them, - - :

38 Sources

224 The foregoing was obtained in November
1947 and September 1948 from the voormanne and
others at Sesfontein, from some official re-
ports, and from Mr. 3.B.AWessels. The pub-
lishe& material about Sesfontein is meagre, -
but see the bibliography of the Kaokoveld-

which now follows.

PLATE 15.

Sesfontein huts and gardens.
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Segfontein 4, 6
Simon (Kairob) /7
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Thomas Matati 88
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van Eck 11 :
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Vedder, H, 2
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Vita (Oorlog) 71
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Willem Cloete 85
Willem Hartley 85, 86
Willem Tjerije 28
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